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For further information contact

Dept. of Environment and Natural Resources
Water Resources Division

P: 08 8999 4455
E: water.licensing@nt.gov.au

Web: nt.gov.au/water
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WATER CONTROL DISTRICT

1.

2.

3.

Revocation:
Northern Terr i tory Government Gazette No. G21 dated 2 June
1999 revoked on 17 May 1999 the Darwin Rural  Water Control
Dist r ict  publ ished in Gazette No. S35 dated 30 June 1992.

Declaration:
Northern Terr i tory Government Gazette No. G21 dated 2 June
1999 declared on 17 May 1999 the Darwin Rural  Water Control
Dist r ict .

Purpose:
Darwin Rural  Water Control  Dist r ict  declared for  sur face water
and groundwater management purposes.

Department of Environment and Natural Resources
Note
Printing:This diagram was prepared for printing at A4 size, orientation portrait.

https://nt.gov.au/environment/water
http://www.territorystories.nt.gov.au/jspui/bitstream/10070/224470/1/EJ_NTGG_1999_G21.pdf
http://www.territorystories.nt.gov.au/jspui/bitstream/10070/224470/1/EJ_NTGG_1999_G21.pdf


www.nt.gov.au/water

On 17 May 1999, the Darwin Rural Water Control 
District was declared. The Water Control District 
encompasses the Litchfield Shire and Cox Pennisula 
and includes areas such as Acacia, Humpty Doo, 
Lambells Lagoon and Berry Springs. The hydrogeology 
of the area is complex with 13 significant aquifers, 
some of which are high yielding (>5L/s) while the 
majority are low yielding (<0.5L/s)

The major high yielding aquifers within the Darwin 
Rural Water Control District are: 

• Koolpinyah Dolostone aquifer 
• Berry Springs Dolostone aquifer
• Palmerston Dolostone aquifer
• Coomalie Dolostone formation. 

Water Control Districts are declared in areas where 
there is a high level of competition for water and/or 
require closer management of the water resources. 

Water management rules apply to people wanting to 
access and use water within the Water Control District 
which includes the requirement for: 

• Bore construction permits; and 
• Water extraction licences to take surface and 

groundwater

NOTE: 

• Water for rural stock and domestic use is exempt 
from licensing. 

• There may be other specific exemptions which 
apply generally in the Northern Territory 
depending on the water user. 

A water control district also allows for water allocation 
plans to be developed. A water allocation plan is in 
place for the Berry Springs Dolostone Aquifer and a 
plan is currently under development for the Howard 
groundwater system, which includes the Koolpinyah 
Dolostone Aquifer. 

For information about permit or licensing 
requirements in the area.     
Email: water.licensing@nt.gov.au 

For water planning enquires.    
Email: waterresources@nt.gov.au

Darwin Rural Water 
Control District

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES

https://denr.nt.gov.au/land-resource-management/water/water-management/water-allocation-plans/berry-springs-water-allocation-plan
https://denr.nt.gov.au/land-resource-management/water/water-management/water-allocation-plans/berry-springs-water-allocation-plan
https://denr.nt.gov.au/land-resource-management/water/water-management/water-allocation-plans/howard-water-allocation-plan
https://denr.nt.gov.au/land-resource-management/water/water-management/water-allocation-plans/howard-water-allocation-plan
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