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PASTURE RATING

Three broad pasture classes have been used to rate and describe the grazing potential of native pastures. These are
based on overall composition of species in the pasture at any one site or collectively for sites across a land unit.
Pasture ratings have been adapted from values calculated by the Department of Primary Industries and Fisheries

in Vallance et al. (1993).

HIGH

Dominant species have very good grazing value. They are palatable, nutritious and digestible. Common
species include Mitchell grass (Astrebla spp.), Flinders grass (Iseilema spp.), Native couch
(Brachyachne convergens), Blue grass (Dichanthium spp.), Native Millet (Panicum decompositum),
Golden beard grass (Chrysopogon fallax) and Limestone grass (Enneapogon spp.) where prevalent.

MODERATE

Pastures are a mix of palatable and unpalatable species and may have a number of increaser species.
Common species include Limestone grass (Enneapogon spp), Flinders grass (Iseilema spp.), Black
spear grass (Heteropogon contortus), Kangaroo grass (Themeda triandra), Spear grass

(annual Sorghum spp.), Golden beard grass (Chrysopogon fallax),
Whitegrass (Sehima nervosum), and Kerosene or Wire grass (Aristida spp.).

POOR

Dominant species are unpalatable or are increaser species with low nutritional value and relatively low
digestibility. Value is usually limited to green pick early in the season. Common species include Spinifex
(Triodia spp.), Kerosene or Wire grass (Aristida spp.), Silky brown top (Eulalia aurea), Whitegrass
(Sehima nervosum), Spear grass (annual Sorghum spp.) and Wanderrie grass (Eriachne spp.).
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For further information contact:

Manager, Land Assessment, Rangelands Division, Department of Land Resource Management
Ph. (08) 8999 4443 Email: rangelands@nt.gov.au Web: www.Irm.nt.gov.au
Level 3, Goyder Centre, 25 Chung Wah Terrace, Palmerston, Northern Territory of Australia.
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