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LAND UNIT DESCRIPTIONS

2c

   PLAINS

LAND RESOURCES of

   LOW HILLS

3d

HOT SPRINGS PARK

TJUWALIYN (DOUGLAS)

   LOW RISES

2e

.Heteropogon triticeusand Heteropogon contortus annual sorghum, 

and mixed grasses of Cochlospermum fraseri and Petalostigma pubescens well developed understory of 

woodland, with a Corymbia foelscheana and Eucalytpus tectifica frequent exposures of sandstone or laterite. 

Gently undulating crests and upper slopes, up to 5%. Either very shallow (Rudosols) or gravelly, or sandy with 

.Themeda triandraand Sehima nervosum grasses including 

woodland to low woodland with perennial Eucalytpus tectifica and Corymbia polysciada , Corymbia foelscheana

areas of hard apedal and sandy apedal mottled yellow duplex soils (Yellow and lateritic podzolics) (Hydrosols).

Flat to gently sloping (less than 2%) with indistinct drainage floors. Red massive earths (Kandosols) with small 

3f

.Heteropogon triticeus

and Heteropogon contortus low open woodland to woodland with grasses dominated by Eucalytpus tectifica 

and Eucalytpus tetradonta , Corymbia foelscheana, Corymbia polysciadaearths (Kandosols). 

Flat to gently sloping (less than 2%), generally associated with land unit 3d. Mottled yellow and grey massive 

5a

5c1

5c2

5c3

5d

5d1

and a wide variety of grasses.Terminalia grandifolia 

and Planchonia careya , Petalostigma pubescenstall open woodland with an open understory of 

Eucalyptus tetrodonta (Chromosols) with minor occurrences of pale sands with colour B horizons (Tenosols). 

Undulating terrain; slopes generally less than 3%. Predominately hard apedal mottled yellow duplex soils 

5e

and grasses, sedges and herbs.Planchonia careya 

and Buchanania obovata low woodland to woodland with scattered shrubs of Erythrophleum chlorostachys 

and Corymbia foelscheana , Corymbia polysciada, Eucalytpus tectificayellow podzolics) (Chromosols). 

Generally flat (slopes less than 1%). Hard apedal or sandy apedal mottled yellow duplex soils, (Lateritic and 

6d

.Alloteropsis semialata

and Capillipedium parviflorum , Bothriochloa bladhiiand grasses of Terminalia grandiflora 

, Melaleuca nervosaopen woodland to woodland, with an understory of Erythrophleum chlorostachys 

and Corymbia bella , Corymbia grandifolia(Vertosols) and calcareous earths (Calcarosols). 

podzolics) (Chromosols). Also occurring are grey self mulching cracking clays (Grey, brown and red clays) 

less than 1%. Variable, but predominately hard apedal and sandy apedal mottled yellow duplex soils (Yellow 

Either valley floors or flat to gently sloping areas associated with creeklines and rivers, slopes are generally 

   ALLUVIAL PLAINS

7a3

7a4

.Ophiuros exaltatusand grasses consisting mainly of Melaleuca viridiflora , Timonius timonunderstory of 

open forest with Lophostemon grandiflorus massive cracking clays (Grey, brown and red clays) (Vertosols). 

Almost flat plains up to one mile wide, occassional scattered limestone outcrop. Grey self mulching, and 

7a5

   DRAINAGE SYSTEMS

7e

8b

8c

8e

   SIGNIFICANTLY DISTURBED LANDSCAPES

   WATER BODIES

   SWAMPS

Douglas River or water body.

.Mnesithea rottboellioidesand Germainia grandiflora 

, Ophiuros exaltatus, Capillipedium parviflorumforest to open forest and grasses of Lophostemon grandiflorus 

and Melaleuca viridiflora , Melaleuca leucadendraSwamps, more or less permanent. Hydrosols. 

Example of Land Unit Descriptions

Landform Landform description

Land unit

Vegetation description

Soil description

SOIL TYPES

   Kandosols 

   Rudosols 

   Hydrosols 

NR Maps: 

Level 3, Goyder Centre, 25 Chung Wah Terrace, Palmerston, Northern Territory of Australia.

Ph. (08) 8999 4478   Email: rangelands@nt.gov.au  Web: 

Director, Land Assessment, Rangelands Division

Department of Environment, Parks and Water Security

For further information contact:

https://nrmaps.nt.gov.au

https://depws.nt.gov.au
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      ALLUVIAL PLAINS

7a5

1 km

km 0  1 km

 sp.Panicum

 sp. and Aristida, with grasses of Planchonia careyaand Petalostigma pubescens , Buchanania obovata

dominated woodland with an understory consisting of Owenia vernicosa and Erythrophleum chlorostachys 

Hilly terrain, 5 - 15% slope, rocky and boulder strewn. Shallow or skeletal. (Rudosols). 

 spp.Aristidaand Mnesithea rottboellioides 

, Heteropogon contortusand grasses of Terminalia grandiflora and Planchonia careya developed understory of 

open forest with a well Corymbia polycarpa and Corymbia bella , Erythrophleum chlorostachyssands (Tenosols). 

mottled yellow duplex soils, (Lateritic podzolics) (Chromosols), with minor occurrences of earthy or siliceous 

Mainly crests and upper slopes, up to 4% slope, frequent outcrops on crests (quartzite or laterite). Hard apedal 

 spp.Chrysopogon spp. and Panicum spp., Sorghumshrubs in the drainage floors, with grasses of annual 

Melaleuca nervosa and Melaleuca viridiflora open woodland to woodland with Erythrophleum chlorostachys 

and Corymbia bella , Corymbia polycarpaapedal mottled yellow duplex soils (Chromosols). 

Predominately pale sands with a mottled B horizon (Hydrosols), brownish sands, or less commonly sandy 

Either valley floors or low-lying seepage areas in sandy country; frequently abutt drainage lines or backplains. 

 spp.Aristidaand Chrysopogon fallax  sp., Sorghum sp. with grasses of annual Pandausand 

Melaleuca viridiflora , Petalostigma pubescensopen woodland to woodland and a sparse understory of 

Erythrophleum chlorostachys and Corymbia grandifolia apedal mottled yellow duplex soils (Chromosols). 

Predominately pale sands with a mottled B horizon (Hydrosols), brownish sands, or less commonly sandy 

Low lying undulating areas in sandy country, frequently abutting drainage lines and land units 5c1 or 5c3. 

 spp.Aristidaand Chrysopogon fallax  sp., Sorghumwith grasses of annual Petalostigma pubescens 

and Terminalia ferdinandiana , Terminalia grandifloraopen woodland to woodland with an understory of 

Erythrophleum chlorostachys and Eucalyptus tetrodonta apedal mottled yellow duplex soils (Chromosols). 

Predominately pale sands with a mottled B horizon (Hydrosols), brownish sands, or less commonly sandy 

Low lying undulating areas in sandy country, frequently abutting drainage lines and land units 5c1 or 5c2. 

.Themeda triandra sp. and Sorghum

. Grasses consist mainly of annual Petalostigma pubescensand Melaleuca viridiflora with dense understory of 

low-woodland to shrubland Brachychiton diversifolium and Corymbia grandifolia , Lophostemon grandiflorus

(Chromosols) with minor occurrences of pale sands with colour B horizons (Tenosols). 

Undulating terrain; slopes generally less than 3%. Predominately hard apedal mottled yellow duplex soils 

 sp.Sorghumand annual Panicum trachyrhachis grasses of 

and Planchonia careya and Terminalia platyphylla tall woodland to open woodland with an understory of 

Corymbia bella and Lophostemon grandiflorus massive cracking clays (Grey, brown and red clays) (Vertosols). 

Almost flat plains up to one mile wide, occassional scattered limestone outcrop. Grey self mulching, and 

 sp. grassland.Xerochloaand Pseudoraphis spinescens , Panicum trachyrhachis

, Imperata cylindrica, Ophiuros exaltatusmassive cracking clays (Grey, brown and red clays) (Vertosols). 

Almost flat plains up to one mile wide, occassional scattered limestone outcrop. Grey self mulching, and 

Major creeks and severely gullied tributaries. Soil undescribed. Vegetation undescribed.

.Heteropogon contortus sp. and Sorghum, annual Aristida hygrometricaand grasses of 

Petalostigma pubescens and Terminalia grandiflora woodland with an open understory of Corymbia bella 

and Corymbia polycarpa , Eucalytpus tectifica, Eucalyptus miniatared massive earths (Kandosols). 

Young river levees with backslopes rarely in excess of 2%; up to half a mile wide. Alluvial red earthy sands or 

.Eriachne squarrosa

 sp. and Digitaria, Aristida hygrometrica, Aristida holatheraand grasses of Terminalia grandiflora 

, Petalostigma pubescensopen forest to woodland, often with dense understory of Corymbia grandifolia 

and Eucalytpus tectifica slopes generally very slight. Red and yellow earths of alluvial origin (Kandosols). 

Low lying areas behind the younger levees, older levees, or minor drainage floors within the younger levees; 

All severely eroded areas associated with major river alluvials. Soil undescribed. Vegetation undescribed.

Depression. Landform undescribed. Soil undescribed. Vegetation undescribed.

 sp. grassland.Xerochloaand Pseudoraphis spinescens , Panicum trachyrhachis, Imperata cylindrica

, Ophiuros exaltatusand massive cracking clays (Grey, brown and red clays) (Vertosols). 

Almost flat plains up to one mile wide, occassional scattered limestone outcrop. Grey self mulching, 

Second Edition. CSIRO Publishing, Melbourne.

The Australian Soil Classification.Isbell R.F. (2002).

4th Edition, Rellim Publications, Glenside, SA.

A Factual Key for the Recognition of Australian Soils.Northcote K.H. (1979). 
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